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(application filed on or after May 29, 2000) 
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determines Patent Term Adjustment is the filing date of the most recent CPA. 

Applicant will be able to obtain more detailed information by accessing the Patent Application Information Retrieval 
(PAIR) WEB site (http://pair.uspto.gov). 
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Application No. 
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~ The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 

All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308. 

1 . This communication is responsive to 12/10/08 . 

2. The allowed claim(s) is/are 71J4-75,and 77-91 . 

3. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 

a) □ All b)DSome* c) □ None of the: 

1. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements 
noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application. 
THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE. 

4. □ A SUBSTITUTE OATH OR DECLARATION must be submitted. Note the attached EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT or NOTICE OF 

INFORMAL PATENT APPLICATION (PTO-152) which gives reason(s) why the oath or declaration is deficient. 

5. □ CORRECTED DRAWINGS ( as "replacement sheets") must be submitted. 

(a) □ including changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review ( PTO-948) attached 

1 ) □ hereto or 2) □ to Paper No./Mail Date . 

(b) □ including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of 

Paper No./Mail Date . 

Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1. 84(c)) should be written on the drawings in the front (not the back) of 
each sheet. Replacement sheet(s) should be labeled as such in the header according to 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

6. □ DEPOSIT OF and/or INFORMATION about the deposit of BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL must be submitted. Note the 

attached Examiner's comment regarding REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL. 



Attachment(s) 

1 . □ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2. □ Notice of Draftperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3. □ Information Disclosure Statements (PTO/SB/08), 

Paper No./Mail Date 

4. □ Examiner's Comment Regarding Requirement for Deposit 

of Biological Material 



5. □ Notice of Informal Patent Application 

6. □ Interview Summary (PTO-413), 

Paper No./Mail Date . 

7. □ Examiner's Amendment/Comment 

8. ^ Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance 

9. □ Other . 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1. This communication is in response to amendment filed 
12/10/08. 

Response to Amendment 

2. Claims 71, 74-75, and 77-91 have been allowed. 

Reasons for Allowance 

3. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons 
for allowance: 

The allowed claims pertain to tools and techniques for 
promoting consumer savings, and relates more particularly 
to technical improvements and business methods which allow 
consumers to automatically and incrementally set aside 
savings when using a credit card or other computer-assisted 
payment mechanism. 

The following prior art references have been deemed 
most relevant to the allowed claim (s): 

U.S. Patent No. 6,112,191 ("Burke") teaches methods to 
create excess funds from traditional consumer spending 
transactions using cash, checks, credit or debit card(s). 
The consumer is allowed to determine if she wishes, choose 
to receive the change or to donate or deposit all or 
portion of the change from the sales transaction. To make a 
donation or a deposit, the consumer "enters a card number 
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into the keypad KPx or enters the card itself into the card 
reader CDx... [and] enter [s] into the keypad how much of 
the total change.., should be credited to various 
predetermined accounts Using an intermediary 

computer, such as a central clearinghouse, the donation or 
deposit can be transferred by the intermediary computer to 
the appropriate predetermined accounts (e.g., financial 
vehicles) . Cols. 4-6. Thus, in this transaction, the 
consumer is forced to manually implement the savings 
program at the point of sale. That is, without the consumer 
conducting the savings program at the point of sale 
herself, it would not occur. 

In the second option, Burke discloses an automatic 
rounder transaction that occurs after the sale transaction 
is completed. In this option, after a sales transaction has 
occurred, the "account transaction is read." Col. 13, lines 
40-66. The transaction can be "a check draft, an ATM 
withdrawal, checking account fee, an interest payment, 
etc." Id. At this point, a bank's central "computer gets 
the checking account balance . . . [and] asks [if] this 
account [is] a rounder account subscriber .... 
" Id. If the account is a rounder subscriber, "the 
transactions are processed according to rounder transaction 
instructions." Id. "The rounder transaction is [a] 
numerical function applied against the face amount or the 
entry itself, i.e., $1.00, $3.00, 2%, or a specific number 
$1.50 to create excess funds." Id. "In the preferred 
embodiment this will be a whole dollar amount such as 
$1.00, $5.00, $10.00, etc. added to the" sales transaction. 
Col. 13, lines 15-34. After applying the numerical function 
of the rounder transaction, the funds can be transferred to 
the appropriate financial vehicle. Id. Thus, in this 
example, whether any funds are transferred to a consumer's 
savings vehicle is not determined until after the sale 
transaction has occurred. In that regard, the consumer is 
therefore unaware of how much she has saved via the 
transaction, or even if she has saved at all. 

Another closest prior art, US Pat. No. 6,105,865 
( "Hardesty" ) discloses a system for providing rebates in 
conjunction with consumer transactions. More specifically, 
Hardesty discloses: 

"The present invention provides a system in which an 
individual is issued a special credit type card which is 
designated a "Retirement Charge Card" (RCC) . The user would 
have an identifiable account in a trust fund and the RCC 
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would be issued by banks or other existing financial 
institutions. Individuals, upon consummating transactions 
such as credit purchases using the card, would be rewarded 
with a rebate in a predetermined amount, which rebate would 
not go directly to the individual card holder but rather 
would be deposited into the card holder's trust fund 
account. The invention contemplates using existing 
electronic credit and banking systems for approval both 
approving the issuance of cards and approving 
individual transactions." Col. 3, lines 52-64 (Emphasis 
Added) 

Burke and Hardesty as discussed above as the Closest 
Prior art of record fails to teach or suggest or render 
obvious a method for facilitating consumer savings which 
comprises the following features of the claimed inventions 
recites each of the independent claims 71, 83, 86, and 89. 

(1) a consumer transaction is covered transaction 
pursuant to savings agreement with the consumer for 
depositing specified funds, the savings agreement is 
entered into at the computing device of a financial 
institution, is between the consumer and the financial 
institution and sets terms for depositing specified funds 
into a savings vehicle at the financial institution in 
response to a consumer-initiated transaction (2) subsequent 
to initiation of a transaction at the merchant's computer 
transmitting information from the financial institution to 
the merchant computer that the consumer-initiated 
transaction is a covered transaction under the savings 
agreement and (3) the specified funds to be deposited under 
agreement comprise a deposit amount that the consumer has 
agreed to deposit under then terms of the savings agreement 
for the consumer-initiated transaction and (4) the 
specified funds are automatically directed (or determined, 
claims 8 6 and 8 9) by the merchant computer system to the 
specified savings vehicle at the financial institution 
pursuant to the terms of the savings agreement 

Claim 83 is allowed for similar reasons (1) through 
(4) above, except that information defining the savings 
agreement entered at the financial institution is 
transmitted to a creditor computer and subsequent to 
initiation of a transaction at the merchant's computer, 
information regarding the savings agreement is transmitted 
from the creditor computer to the merchant computer that 
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the consumer-initiated transaction is a covered transaction 
under the savings agreement. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee and, 
to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the 
issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled 
"Comments on Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 



Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to 
JAGDISH PATEL whose telephone number is (571) 272-6748. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 
and Thu. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, KRAMER JAMES A 
can be reached on (571)272-6783. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 517-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may 
be obtained from the Patent Application Information 
Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or 
Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http: //pair- 
direct . uspto . gov . Should you have questions on access to 
the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free) . 
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